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SV returns to '59: 'Grease' set incorporates school memorabilia
	


For some audience members at St. Vincent High School's production of "Grease" will find that fictional Rydell High School looks a lot like their alma mater.

"We've actually teamed up with the SVHS Class of 1959 to bring authenticity and some nostalgia to our set for this musical," said Director Tim Thompson, who teaches drama at SVHS.

"This show, which revolves around a young couple falling in love, is set in 1959. We thought that pulling in images from SV during that time would be really fun. Yvonne Steinbecker, a 1959 alumna, has been working with us to get photos and memorabilia from that period.

"Photos of that class will be enlarged and mounted as part of the set decor. We are trying to create a giant yearbook on stage."

The Class of 1959 is hosting a reception for the cast and crowd after the Dec. 12 opening performance.

Tickets are selling quickly for the production, according to the Perry Park Center box office. Shows are set for 7 p.m. Thursday, Friday, and Saturday, Dec. 12-14, and at 2 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 15.

Thompson said he's relying on several talented people to pull together this extravagant musical production. Pat Hohenadel is the pianist, and John Kinnison is the vocal coach.

"Tom Durham, who is our band instructor, is the musical director for the show," Thompson said. "He's directing the pit band, which includes SV students Philip Graf, Amanda Carron, Mark Meyer, Adam Sippel, Whitney Terbrak, Tyler Lozier, and Grant Pingel."

Shelley Ziegler is the choreographer, and has spent nearly six weeks working with the cast of dozens of dancers.

"This is really a talented group of young people," Thompson said, "and they've been working hard to get the musical numbers and dance moves down.

"The show is fun, and this cast is full of energy which will really make St. Vincent Class of 1959 come to life."

Amber Buchheit, Jenny Hayden and Dani Emmendorfer are stage managers.

Sandy and Danny are played by Joy Donze and Brett Richardet, with Emily Pingel and Seth Amschler as understudies.

Rizzo is played by Julia Schremp with Tessie Brueckner as understudy. Frenchy is played by Stacy Brown, with Theresa Mattingly as understudy.

Cassandra Hoernig is cast as Miss Lynch with Danielle Schremp as understudy. Sara Meyer plays Patty Simcox with Meghan Comte cast as understudy. Brett Weissing plays Eugene Florczyk and Adam Hoch is his understudy.

Jan is played by Kelly Prost, with Danielle Buchheit as understudy. Marty is portrayed by Laura Gremaud with Kristin Schumer as understudy. Doody is played by Dustin Welker, with Larry Lozier as understudy. Scott Prost is Roger, with Chris Herzog as understudy. Luke Klump is cast as Sonny.

Alex Soto is Kenickie and Luke Guyot is his understudy. Matt Wengert playes Vince Fontaine, and David Mattingly is his understudy. Cha-Cha DeGregorio is played by Caitlin Hoeh and Alexandra Lundy is her understudy. Johnny Casino is played by Seth Amschler with Joel Carron as understudy. Andrew Clements is Teen Angel, with Chance Thompson cast as his understudy.

The dancers and chorus members include all the understudies, as well as Sarah Webb, Kala Bohnert, Alaina Ernst, Cindy First, Irene Graf, Danielle Wengert, Jenny Nesslein, Alicia Klump, Kelsey Amschler, Kelsy Kutz, Amanda Haertling, Michelle Herzog, Dawn Hoeckele, Katie Welker, Whitney Guth, Jamie Haertling, Jackie Welker, Chelsey Brown, Rachel Hoch, Holly Essner, Jessica Behrle, Lindsay Sides, Emily Sides, Andrew Blair, Nick Rowland, Ben Unterreiner, Grant Pingel, Brian Buchheit, and Waylon Richardet.

Mary Reiss and Stefani Mueller are dance captains.

