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Operation Recognition allows veterans to receive diplomas
	


Sixty years after they left high school to join the military, five Perry County men were awarded their diplomas.

Erwin "Speed" Buchheit, Clinton "Scotty" Telle, and Herbert Weinrich were recognized Friday (May 24) during the Perryville High School commencement ceremonies. John Michaud and Delbert Bohnert received their honorary diplomas from St. Vincent High School.

"This ceremony was so much more than I thought it would be," Weinrich said. "It made me feel good, especially when we received a standing ovation from the graduating students.

"They were the first ones on their feet. I think perhaps they realize that what we did was good for our country."

Weinrich lives in Perryville with his wife Ruth. They have two daughters, Sharon Snell of Cape Girardeau and Karen Mitchell of Lee's Summit.

Weinrich enlisted in the Army Infantry in 1951, when America was defending Western Europe from the threat of the Eastern, communist countries like the former Soviet Union. He served 18 months in Germany.

Erwin "Speed" Buchheit, 85, lives in Perryville with his wife Mae. The couple has nine children including Katie Koenig, John L'Hotte, Ricky L'Hotte, and Carol Wingerter of Perryville; Louise Jausel of Cape Girardeau; Louie L'Hotte of St. Louis, and Kay Hagan of St. Louis.

He was drafted into the Army in 1942 and served in the European Theatre. He fought at the Battle of the Bulge.

"Dad never spoke of the war as we were growing up," Koenig said. "He still doesn't talk about it.

"Seeing him and the other veterans honored in this way is very nice."

Buchheit called the honorary diploma a nice gesture.

"Not many 85-year-olds are getting their diplomas tonight," he joked. "It is nice to finally, finally have it."

Clinton "Scotty" Telle and his wife LaVerne live in Perryville. They have six children -- Mike Huey of Altenburg; Duane and Scott Telle, both of Troy; Donna Baumhardt of St. Louis; and Rick and Ken Huey, both of Kansas.

Telle was just 18 years old when he was assigned to the Army's 158th Regimental Combat Team -- the famed Bushmasters -- on the front lines in the Phillipines.

"It was an honor to serve my country," Telle said, "and it is an honor to be recognized like this by the people of Perry County. They are the friendliest people in the world."

After the ceremony, a beaming Telle said, "When the graduates gave us a standing ovation, I felt so good, it was like I won the war myself."

Operation Recognition begins

Gov. Bob Holden announced "Operation Recognition" in 2001 to provide honorary diplomas for veterans who left high school before graduation to serve in the military. All honorably discharged veterans of World Wars I and II, and the Korean War are eligible.

Applicants must be residents or former residents of Missouri. Family members may apply for the honorary diploma on behalf of a deceased veteran.

Applications are available for the Missouri Veteran's Commission (MVC) website at www.mvc.state.mo.org or its offices and many veteran's organizations. Applicants must submit a copy of their military discharge papers with the application.

After MVC verifies that an applicant is eligible, the application is sent to the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education, which prepares the diploma and sends it to the veteran of a local school office.

Veterans can qualify for the diplomas whether they attended private or public schools, even if the school is no longer in existence.

